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Three very different takes on the TIME FOR TEA idea

WAR 
The theme of this design is simple, the message: “Mr Prime 
Minister please sit and have a cup of tea and think about the 
implications of sending my son/daughter into war”. Over the 
years there has been so much loss of life due to war and this 
model features the Time For Tea cup in the middle, surrounded 
by a single cross and poppy and hanging tea bags for a 
weeping willow tree. Each tea bag tells the story of the loss of a 
loved one to war. A powerful message - never has a cup of tea 
been so important for a Prime Minister.

MEDIA PRESSURE - MAKE UP 
The theme of this design is powerful, the message: 
“Heads of Media please sit and have a cup of tea and 
think about unfair pressure you put on young girls to sell 
them makeup”. From a very young age girls are put 
under pressure to look good, this comes at a cost of 
their self esteem and this TFT model shows the two 
faces of that pressure. The made up face with the chain 
around her neck, never being able to live up to 
expectations and the plain face of how young girls 
should be. Again thought provoking and powerful 
messages

CHILD POVERTY 
This theme is based around the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 
outside is a colourful scene but inside the hat Alice has 
fallen into the horror of child poverty. The inside of the hat 
contains tea bags and facts about how bad this is in the UK 
and when you look inside you see Alice is just another 
discarded child prey to child poverty, the message: “How 
can child poverty be such an issue in such a wealthy 
country and what steps are being taken to address this 
problem?”. This message was aimed at politicians and 
presented to two of them in the Houses of Parliament, read 
on to hear what happened… A powerful message which 
wraps our tea bags into thought provoking dialogue for 
those in power to address the issue.



WAR



How the day went 
A 7am start and a long trip down the M1 to London, we finally e arrived at the Houses of 
Parliament and had were lucky enough to get a VIP entrance through security, there were many 
guards surrounding us, some which had guns, this was a little unsettling at first. We took our 
Time For Tea models through security having them checked many different times, following this 
we got escorted into a private room.  Many different MP’s flew by us, rushing to and from 
meetings and having small breaks in which they talked to fellow colleagues. It was fascinating 
knowing decisions were being discussed which affected the whole country.   

We then had a quick tour of the Houses of Parliament, through into the Great Westminster Hall 
we were blown away by the magnificence and history of the building. Following this we went 
through into the central lobby. This was full of many different outstanding decorations such as 
the phenomenal stained glass windows and the many patterns on the roof which represent the 
different parts of Great Britain like Scotland and Wales. From the central lobby we made our 
way into the Houses of Commons, this is where we saw a debate with Teresa May. As we 
walked into the public viewing area of the Houses of Commons it was silent, no one made a 
sound. The debate was very interesting and we learnt so much about what was happening in 
the world today and also learnt about how new laws get passed. We spent almost half an hour 
watching the debate before we made our way to a small workshop in the House of Parliament.  

This workshop is where was we able to present our Time for Tea projects to our local MPs, Toby 
Perkins and Natascha Engel, we also presented in front of a small group of students from 
school. The MPs were very interested in our designs and Natasha was very enthusiastic about 
why we had got involved with Time for Tea. The presentation went really well and everyone was 
pleased with our performances. From doing this project we have all learnt a lot. We have mostly 
gained a lot of confidence and Meghan has decided that because of this day she wants to go 
into politics and she believes that for her it would be an amazing career choice. Time for Tea 
has given me a number of things, first it has made me aspire to do something to address issues 
of child poverty, also it has made me think about how much more interesting school is when we 
have projects like this. Lets hope we can do more in the future. 

Thank you for the opportunity Eleanor Oxborough 

A day in the capital visiting the Houses 
of Parliament by Eleanor Oxborough

(Left-right) Jack Bonnington, Eleanor Oxborough, Natascha Engel (MP), Toby Perkins (MP) Meghan Hardy

Time For Tea on display, pride of place

The Time For Tea Team presenting to 
the MP’s
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On Thursday 22nd January, the 
Secretary of State for Education, Rt. 
Hon. Nicky Morgan, visited 
Netherthorpe School. Myself and 
two other students presented our 
version of Momentum World’s Time 
for Tea project. The project is free 
and simple, available to young 
people all around the world and 
provided as a tool to allow young 
people to enter into serious 
dialogue with adults.  

The idea behind the project is very 
simple, when busy people have a 
cup of tea; they stop and think for a 
moment. Time for Tea encourages 
participants to think about an issue 
that they want advocating to their 
chosen leader. These leaders are no 
different to us, and the very idea that 
they will stop and think about the 
issue whilst drinking a cup of tea is a 
powerful one. 

My project reflected war and conflict. 
The idea behind it was that 
throughout history there have been 
many wars and battles that have 
shaped the world today. But even 
after these battles, there is still 
conflict going on now. Globally we 
must strive for world peace, and if 
we learn lessons from history then 
we can eventually achieve this.  

I was very apprehensive before 
Nicky Morgan arrived. I had had 
some practice before this, as 
previously we had presented our 
projects in the Palace of Westminster 
to two of our local MP’s; Natascha 
Engel and Toby Perkins. The praise 
we received from the MP’s did 
somewhat settle my nerves, and by 
the time she arrived I was prepared 
to deliver a clear speech.  

After the two other students (Eleanor 
Oxborough and Meghan Hardy) had 
presented their projects, I presented 
mine. I was a little nervous but I soon 
became comfortable talking to her 
and began engaging in natural 
conversation. I explained the theme 
of my project and why I felt it was 
important, and she then asked me a 
few questions related to my piece. I 
was extremely pleased with how well 
my presentation went, as well as 
grateful that she showed such an 
interest in the issue and my work.  

I was so proud of how well we all 
presented our issues and spoke to 
Nicky Morgan. After the 
presentations, she praised our 
projects, saying, “I am hugely 
impressed with the creativity of the 
project and the passion with which 
you presented. I am delighted that it 
has been seen in Westminster”. As a 
group we were thrilled with this 
comment. 

When I first heard about the Time for 
Tea project, I was more than eager to 
get involved. I saw the idea of 
advocating an issue to world leaders 
as a once in a lifetime opportunity 
and a chance for me to make the 
world a better place.  I am aware of 
current events both at home and 
abroad, and I know that there is so 
much that can be done to make it a 
better place to live in. Therefore 
having an opportunity to do this was 
something I was sure not to miss out 
on. 

I have already gained so much from 
participating in the project. I have an 
even greater understanding of the 
world around me and how I think we 
could make it a better place.  Time 

for Tea has created a passion within 
me to pursue my dream of making a 
difference in this world, and it has 
shown me that this is possible. It has 
also given me a voice when I am at 
an age where my voice can often be 
ignored or disregarded - and this has 
so many benefits. Confidence is 
probably the main one as a few 
months ago I would never have 
imagined that I’d be discussing my 
ideas to a room full of MP’s, pupils 
and teachers, as well as to the most 
important figure in UK education.  

Before I started the project, I had 
little experience of group speaking 
and presenting, but I have gained so 
much confidence in this area. It has 
also developed my self-confidence 
by making me realise that I have the 
capability to achieve more than I 
previously thought. As well as these 
benefits, the project has also 
developed my creativity and 
organisational skills.  

Last, but not least, it has given me 
something to talk about to potential 
universities or employers, which 
could help me to stand out from the 
crowd. 

I believe that it is vitally important 
that younger people like me 
participate in projects like this. It 
makes you so much more aware of 
the world around you. I stress that if 
anyone is given the opportunity to 
participate in this project or one 
similar to it, then they should make 
the most of it and volunteer, because 
opportunities like these can be once 
in a lifetime.I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Momentum 
World and school for the opportunity 
that they have given me.

What did the Secretary of State for 
Education think about Time For 
Tea? by reporter Jack Bonnington



The Minister meets Meghan to talk about media and the manipulation of young women

The Minister and Meghan The Minister exploring Time For Tea Eleanor's presentation to the Minister

The Minister with (left to right) Meghan Hardy, Jack Bonnington, Eleanor Oxborough and teacher Miss Beattie


